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Do ran ' s Cove i s a l o n g , t a p e r i n g v a l l e y c r e a t e d b y

m o u n t a i n s o f t h e Cumbe r l and P l a t e a u , a t t h e l o w e r e n d o f t h e

A p p a l a c h i a n M o u n t a i n c h a i n . The head o f t h e Cove l i e s i n Te n ‑

nessee, w h i l e t h e m a i n p o r t i o n b e l o n g s to Alabama. I t t a k e s i t s

name f r o m M a j o r James Do ran , a p i o n e e r s e t t l e r and R e v o l u t i o n a r y

War v e t e r a n . The h a m l e t o f Orme, Tennessee o c c u p i e s t h e v a l l e y

fl o o r a t t h e head o f t h e Cove . H e r e , a t t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y ,

was a t h r i v i n g , w e l l - p o p u l a t e d m i n i n g commun i t y. A handsome

f r ame r a i l r o a d d e p o t f r o m t h e V i c t o r i a n e r a réiiinds r e s i d e n t s o f

Orme's h e y d a y . The r a i l r o a d t r a c k s h a v e l o n g s i n c e been r emo v e d :

newcomers m a r v e l at t h e h i s t o r y of t h i s p l a c e - - a t r a i n s t a t i o n

a t t h e end o f a r emo t e , dead e n d cove where t h e r e a r e n o r a i l r o a d

t r a c k s . The t r a c k s once snaked t o n s o f c o a l down t h e v a l l e y and

i n t o t h e r i v e r and r a i l c e n t e r a t B r i d g e p o r t , A labama. The p r o ‑

b l e m o f n o p l a c e t o t u r n a t r a i n a r o u n d - i n t h i s s m a l l a r e a was

s o l v e d t h r o u g h ane l a b o r a t e turn-table, onwh i c h t h e e n g i n e was

r o t a t e d 180 d e g r e e s , d r i v e n t o t h e o p p o s i t e end o f t h e t r a i n o n

a n a d j a c e n t t r a c k and , t h u s , headed i n t h e o t h e r d i r e c t i o n , h a u l e d

c o a l a n d p a s s e n g e r s b a c k o u t o f t h e Cove .

The s t o r y o f Orme i s o n l y a s m a l l p a r t o f Do ran ' s Cove l i f e

s i n c e i t was s e t t l e d b y E u r o p e a n i m m i g r a n t s . Te n t h ou sand y e a r s

ago a n c i e n t men, women and c h i l d r e n l i v e d and wo rked i n wha t i s

now R u s s e l l Cave N a t i o n a l Monument. The h i g h - c e i l i n g e d cave i s

l o c a t e d o n t h e wes t s i d e o f D o r a n ' s Cove, a b ou t two m i l e s f r o m

Orme, a n d j u s t o p p o s i t e t h e v a l l e y f r o m t h e D o r a n ' s Cove Chu r c h

and Ceme t e r y.

D o r a n ' s Cove h o l d s a un i que p l a c e i n h i s t o r y . Here , j u s t

a c r o s s a f ew hund r ed y a r d s o f o p e n p a s t u r e f r o m one a n o t h e r , l i e



b u r i e d t h e e a r l i e s t Caucas ian s e t t l e r s o f N o r t h Alabama a n d t h e

e a r l i e s t a b o r i g i n a l s e t t l e r s of t h e Southeastern U n i t e d S t a t e s .

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x p l o r a t i o n s a t R u s s e l l Cave, b e g i n n i n g i n 1953 ,

conducted by t h e Smi thsonian I n s t i t u t i o n and t h e N a t i o n a l Geo ‑

g r a p h i c S o c i e t y a n d o t h e r s , have r e v e a l e d con t inuous u s e o f t h e

cave b y I n d i a n h u n t i n g p a r t i e s and o t h e r more s e t t l e d I n d i a n s o v e r

a t e n t h ou sand y e a r p e r i o d .

C a p t a i n J ohn Woods, and I n d i e n a n d a Revglutionary War

ve te ran , was g r a n t e d 640 ac res o f l a n d i n t h e Cove by t h e Bureau

o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s i n 1817. H e i s t h e fi r s t r e c o r d e d modern se t - ‑

t l e r o f t h e a r e a , a l t h o u g h James Doran o f V i r g i n i a f o l l owed w i t h i n

a f e w y e a r ' s t i m e . C a p t a i n Woods b u i l t a s u b s t a n t i a l s tone house
i n t h e v a l l e y , b e s i d e a sm a l l s p r i n g . The hou se , l o c a t e d w i t h i n

s i g h t o f b o t h R u s s e l l Cave and t h e Doran's Cove Church and Ceme t e r y,

i s i n use t o d a y and i s t h e Sldest e x t a n t s t r u c t u r e i n Ja c k son

County, Alabama. D o r o t h y Marsh , in h e r book L i f e a t R u s s e l l Cave,

r e c o r d s t h a t C a p t a i n Woods a l l o w e d M a j o r Do ran t o s h a r e t h e house

"on c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e two t a k e t h e i r m e a l s a t t h e same t a b l e t o

e s t a b l i s h e q u a l i t y . " The house now h a s a n a t t a c h e d f r ame a d d ‑

i t i o n . The s t o n e p o r t i o n does n o t h a v e windows, b u t an x - s h a p e d

s e r i e s o f p o r t h o l e s were i n c l u d e d i n one w a l l f o r d e f e n se p u r ‑

p o s e s . M a j o r Do r an c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e i n t h e John Woods House l o n g

a f t e r C a p t a i n Woods d e p a r t e d D o r a n ' s Cove f o r p a r t s unknown. The

Woods-Doran House now s t a n d s , a l o n g w i t h t h e D o r a n ' s Cove Church

a n d Ceme t e r y, R u s s e l l Cave and t h e Orme R a i l r o a d D e p o t , a s one o f

f o u r h i s t o r i c monuments f r o m d i f f e r e n t e r a s , b u i l t a n d u s ed by



d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f p e o p l e , w h i c h makes t h i s a r e a s o v e r y u n i q u e .

Graves tones in t h e D o r a n ' s Cove Cerftery a r e t y p i c a l o f t h o s e

r a i s e d o v e r g r a v e s i n r u r a l c eme t e r i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h i s r e g i o n i n

t h e l a s t c e n t u r y . The c h u r c h b u i l d i n g - i t s e l f a ppea r s t o h a v e been

c o n s t r u c t e d c a . 1850 a n d was a l s o u s e d a s a s c h o o l . T he o r i g i n o f

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y c u t t ombs tones i n t h e r e l a t i v e l y i naccessab l e a r e a

a n d i n o t h e r r emo t e p l a c e s r a i s e s a n i n t e r e s t i n g q u e s t i o n w h i c h

h a s n o t been w i d e l y d e a l t with b y h i s t o r i a n s b o a n y e x t e n t . The

w i d e - s p r e a d use o f s i m i l a r b u r i a l e p i t h a t h s t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e g i o n

s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e s tones a l l came f r o m a common s o u r c e o r common

few s o u r c e s . "Budded On E a r t h To Bloom I n Heaven", " D a r l i n g , We

M i ss Thee" and symbo l s o f l ambs , w i l l o w t r e e s , a n g e l s and hands,

s h a k i n g i n g r e e t i n g a r e sp read t h r o u g h o u t t h e t h r e e hundred g r a v e s

l o c a t e d h e r e . A s d i d t i n k e r s , p o r t r a i t . p a i n t e r s , c i r c u i t r i d i n g

m i n i s t e r s and o t h e r s , stonetutters may w e l l have h a u l e d t h e i r wares

t h r o u g h t h e more r emo t e a r ea s f r o m t i m e t o t i m e , p r o b a b l y i n S p r i n g

a n d Summer, s e l l i n g t o f a m i l i e s i n w h i c h a d e a t h h a d o c c u r r e d o v e r

t h e y e a r p r e v i o u s . T he s t o ne cu t t e r may w e l l h a v e w o r k e d a t home

d u r i n g t h e W i n t e r mon t h s , c a r v i n g f a m i l i a r s t y l e s of monuments.

H e w o u l d t h e n a d d t h e v i t a l d a t a a f t e r t h e s t o n e was s o l d t o m a r k

a p a r t i c u l a r g r a v e .

The mos t common s ym b o l i n t h e D o r a n ' s Cove Ceme te r y i s t h e

" p o i n t i n g fi n g e r " m o t i f d e p i c t i n g a ma s c u l i n e hand, fi n g e r s c l a s p e d ,

e x c e p t t h e s k y w a r d e x t e nded i n d e x fi n g e r . T he d e s i g n s o n d i f f e r e n t

s tones v a r i o u s l y show b o t h t h e p a l m a n d b a c k o f t h e hand s . T h i s

s y m b o l i s a l w a y s l o c a t e d i n t h e t o p c e n t e r p o r t i o n o f t h e s tone

and i s done i n b a s - r e l i e f . The m e a n i n g o f t h e p o i n t i n g fi n g e r , i s



obviously, t h a t t h e deceased has g o n e " u p " to h e a v e n and beckons

o t h e r s t o f o l l o w . T h i s i s a s o r t o f l a s t e v a n g e l i s t i c e f f o r t , t o o ,

a s w e l l a s a v i s a b l e c om f o r t t o t h e y who mo u r n t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s

d e a t h .

The p o i n t i n g fi n g e r appea r s fi v e t i m e s i n t h e Do ran ' s Cove

C eme t e r y, o n t h e g r a v e s t o n e s o f p e o p l e who d i e d o v e r a f o r t y - t w o

y e a r p e r i o d f r o m 1886 to 1928. However, f o u r of t h e fi v e dea t h s

o c c u r r e d d u r i n g t h e m u c h b r i é f e r s e v e n y e a r period be tween 1886

and 1893. Examina t i on o f o t h e r g r a v e y a r d s o f c ompa r a b l e a g e ,

l o c a l e a n d commun i t y s o c i o - e conom i c s t a t u s i n t h e N o r t h Jackson

Coun ty a rea show s i m i l a r p a t t e r n s o f common e p i t a t h s , s t y l e s and

symbo l s f r om t h e same p e r i o d o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1880 t o 1920. Too,
n o n - n a t i v e s t o n e u sed f o r tombstones i n t h e Do r a n ' s Cove Cemetery

and o t h e r l o c a l b u r i a l g r o unds point t o an o u t s i d e sou r c e f o r t h e

ma r k e r s . A l l t h i s seems t o support t h e " i t i n e r a t e s t o n e c u t t e r "

t h e o r y .

The o r d e r l y rows o f s t o n e s i n t h i s p e a c e f u l , g e n t l y r o l l i n g

cemetery a r e d i s t u r b e d o n l y b y t h e w h i t e f r ame e d i f a c e o f t h e

D o r a n ' s Cove Chu rch , s i t u t a t e d o n t h e n o r t h p e r i m e t e r o f t h e g r a v e ‑

y a r d . B u i l t a s a c h u r c h , s choo l house and m e e t i n g p l a c e f o r t h e

c ommun i t y ' s u s e , i t s c o n g r e g a t i o n n e v e r adhe red t o one p a r t i c u l a r

d e n om i n a t i o n a l p r e f e r e n c e , b u t a l l o w e d any m i n i s t e r o f t h e G o s p e l

who w a n t e d t o p r e a c h t h e r e t o d o s o . A p u l p i t a n d a h i g h - b a c k e d

p i a n o occupy t h e r a i s e d p l a t f o r m a t t h e f r o n t o f t h e room. A p o t ‑

b e l l i e d s t o v e s t a n d s n e a r b y . Th ree s e t s o f o l d f a s h i o n e d s c h o o l

desks a r e s t a c k e d i n o n e c o r n e r . Each s e t s e a t e d s i x p u p i l s . Among

t h e c h i l d i s h g r a f fi t i c u t a n d s c r a t c h e d i n t o t h e t o p s o f t h e d e s k s



a r e t h e numbe r s 7 7 a nd 88, p r e s um a b l y a b b r e v i a t i o n s f o r t h e

d a t e s 1877 a n d 1888.

The b u i l d i n g i s made f r o m w i d e boa r d s , n a i l e d o n v e r t i c a l l y

a n d c o v e r e d w i t h i n t h e l a s t f ew y e a r s b y a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s . The

b u i l d i n g i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y twen t y b y f o r t y f e e t w i d e a n d l o n g .

E i g h t s t e p s l e a d t o d o u b l e wood a n d g l a s s d o o r s . The fl o o r a n d

t h e c e i l i n g a r e made f r o m " tounge a n d g r o o v e " l umbe r, s u p p o r t e d

undernea th t h e fl o o r by l o g f o i s t s . These los r e s t on sands tone

p i l l a r s s t a c k e d t o g e t h e r w i t h o u t t h e u s e o f m o t a r . The b u i l d i n g

has b e e n u n d e r p i n n e d i n r e c e n t y e a r s w i t h c o n c r e t e b l o c k s . Two

r o u g h - h ewn l o g p o s t s s u p p o r t t h e r o o f , r i s i n g f r om t h e a i s l e o f

t h e chu r ch . They appear to have been p l a n e d w i t h a broadaxe . Two

s i m i l a r s u p p o r t s r a r e l o c a t e d a t t h e m i d - p o i n t o f each s i d e w a l l .

The b u i l d i n g h a s e i g h t windows even l y spaced a l o n g t h e w a l l s and

one s i d e d o o r . .

The r o o f i s t i n - c o v e r e d . A c r u m b l i n g b r i c k c h imn e y i s l o c a t e d

o n t h e s o u t h w a l l o f t h e c h u r c h . The a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s a r e n a i l e d

o n w i t h round head e d n a i l s , b u t t h e o n e s i n t h e w a l l b o a r d s a r e

s q u a r e h e a d e d and m a t c h d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h o s e w h i c h were u s e d i n

t h e S o u t h f r o m c a . 1830 t o c a . 1930. The b u i l d i n g i s w i r e d f o r

e l e c t r i c i t y , b u t i s n o t c onnec t ed t o t h e power sou r ce a s o f t h i s

w r i t i n g .

The e v i d e n c e p o i n t s t o a c o n s t r u c t i o n d a t e somewhere a r o u n d

t h e mid-1800's f o r t h e Do ran ' s Cove Chu r c h . An a c t u a l d a t e is n o t

known. A s a l r e a d y n o t e d , t h e fi r s t s e t t l e r s o f D o r a n ' s Cove a r r i v e d

c a . 1820, b u i l d i n g houses , b a r n s , c r i b s , ou t houses a n d o t h e r s t r u c t ‑

u r e s n e e d e d f o r p i o n e e r l i f e . I t seems r e a s o n a b l e t h a t t h e c o n ‑



s t r u c t i o n o f a p l a c e o f w o r s h i p w o u l d soon f o l l o w , e s p e c i a l l y i f

f a m i l i e s o f t h e e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s came w i t h t h e m o r f o l l o w e d c l o s e

b e h i n d . The e a r l i e s t d a t e d g r a v e s t o n e i n t h i s cemetery i s O c t o b e r

28, 1840. The q u e s t i o n now a r i s e s , w h i c h came fi r s t t h e c h u r c h

o r t h e c e m e t e r y ? I s u g g e s t t h a t t h e cemetery g r e w u p a r o u n d t h e

c h u r c h r a t h e r t h a n v i c e v e r s a a s t h e more l o g i c a l t h e o r y .

The s t r u c t u r e now s i t u t a t e d w i t h i n t h e c o n fi n e s o f t h e

D o r a n ' s Cove C e m e t e r y may n o t , however, b e the fi r s t c h u r c h b u i l t

t h e r e . O r a l h i s t o r y s o u r c e s cer ta in ly saenti¥y i t as t h e b u i l d i n g

named i n a d e e d o f p r o p e r t y made b y J . H . J . W i l l i a m s a n d Susan A .

W i l l i a m s t o James R u s s e l l , J o h n Hawk, John A . J e n k i n s a n d W i l l i a m

D. McCampbe l l , t r u s t e e s o f t h e c e m e t e r y, on O c t o b e r 1 5 , 1872:

" , . . I n c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e L o v e and_affection
t h e y h a v e f o r t h e cause o f C h r i s t , . / t h e y have/
b e q u e a t h e d , g i v e n and granted u n t o James R u s s e l l ,
John Hawk, J o h n A. Jenk ins and W. D. McCampbe l l ,
t r u s t e e s f o r s a i d c a u s e , and a l s o t h e i r sucessors
i n s a i d cause, a l l t h e i r r i g h t s , t i t l e a n d i n t e r e s t
t h a t w e h a v e i n a n d t o o n e a n d 4/5 a c r e s o f l a n d

- - i n D o r a n ' s C o v e . . . i n c l u d i n g t h e C h u r c h h o u s e
a n d g r a v e y a r d . . . . t o h a v e a n d t o h o l d a s a l o c a t i o n
f o r a c h u r c h , S c h o o l house and b u r y i n g p l a c e a s
l o n g a s i t may b e u s e d t h a t w a y . I n t e s t i m o n y
w h e r e o f w e h a v e h e r e w i t h s e t o u r hands a n d s e a l s .

/ s / J . H . J . W i l l i a m s
/ s / § . A . W i l l i a m s

I n t h e p r e s e n c e o f
G .  W.  C r a w f o r d
F.  J .  W i l e m a n "

T h i s t r a n s a c t i o n i s r e c o r d e d i n Deed Book N o . 6 , p a g e s 481 a n d

482 i n t h e J a c k s o n C o u n t y Alabama c o u r t h o u s e . O f t h e p e o p l e named

i n t h i s deed, o n l y James R u s s e l l ' s name a p p e a r s among t h o s e i n t h e

c e m e t e r y.



&
x
WSS

Hi
f \

cree



Doran'sCoveCemetery,SectionNumberOne

MAPNOTDRAWNTOSCALE

Gravenumbersinparenthesisindicateburialswith

carvedmonuments.

.‐‐‐‐_.

hy

*-barbedwirefenceWw

dirtfarm

8990road

sectionnumber).

two)88o\

<4}86 87&&tulippopular

) (85)

(77)(78)(79)(80)(81)(82)8384

69(70)(71)72(73)(74)7576

,

636465666768

(60)6162

cedartree¥f 59aN

52.535455(56)5758gmlarge
oak

a 4748(49)5051

walnuttree@H

46

scalaahcedartree

3233.34(35),36(37)(38)39

an*eryptemyrtle

(21)(22)232425262728(29)(30)31

church/schoolbuilding1314151617181920

123456789101112

BGBHBR++GBHcedartree

threemapletrees

cemeterysign

pavedroad



Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

s e c t i o n one

4, Nannie Samples
1867 / 1923

7. Nathan Sco t t
November 14, 1852
December 1 3 , 1910
(footstone i n s c r i p t i o n : Dad)

9. Kathy Marie
Samples
October 17 1956
November 18, 1956
D a r l i n g , WeMiss Thee
(Qlamb carving)

l o , White ‑
Floss ie  A .
September 8, 1918
October 2, 1965

Married 182In ;
1938

George Uless
November 5, 1917

In My Father's House, There Are Many Mansions

( foots tone insc r ip t i ons : Mother Father)

12. Michae l White
September 24,.1964 ( f u n e r a l hame marker)

15. George Smaples
1856 / 1944

1 9 . , 20 Holder
Boyd
December 29, 1905
December 02, 1964

Bertha Mae
May 13, 1 9 2
‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ _ (mo date o f death given)

Gone, But Not F o r g o t t e n .

al. Charles Gordon Samples
A p r i l 9 , 1918
August 14, 1918
Budded on Ear th to Bloam in Heayen



Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

s e c t i o n one

29. , 30. Holder
- .  * .Susan J .

1863 / 1937

J im
1853 / 1932

35. (dove carving)
Ruth
I n f a n t Daughter of
L. J. and D. W.
Simmons
Born November 16, 1903
Budded on Ear th to Bloam in Heaven

37., 38. Cash =
Mardy
1882 / 1955

L izz ie  L .
1885 / 1941

39. Joe l 0 . Cash
August 18, 1958
(lamb carving)

49. Wil l iam Thomas
Smith ‑
June 10 , 1910
August 17, 1912

51. L i z z i e Mae Smith
March 2, 1908
August 27, 1905

52. B e t t i e Mar t i n
1882 / 1963 (funera l home marker)

53. Herbert ( ? )
(dates i l l e g i b l e )

( funera l home marker)

56. Mary Ann (funeral home marker)
May 8, 1890
March 6, 1920

Smith

60. (lamb carving)
Charles Wayne
Payne
March 27, 1942
J u l y 6 , 1942
In Heaven There is One More Angel



Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

s e c t i o n one

70. Martha Lawhorn
Wife of .

January 4, 1865
March 2, 1935

71. (carving of hands shaking in greeting)
W. B. Lawhorn
Born
November 2, 1843
Died
May 16, 1883

Oh, For a Touch of the / vanished hand and / t h e sound of t h e voice is vss t i l l !=
73.5 74. Hawicins - .

J e r r y
1873 / 1932

Mary W i l l a r d
1874 / 1948

11. (pointing fi n g e r carving)
W i l l i a n
Robert
Son of
S. R. and Ann (surname legible; t h i s stone is broken at t h i s po in t )
May 9, 1892
June 4, 1892
ABRest

+

78., 79. (B ib le c a r v i n g on t o p of t h e monument)
W.  R.  Choat
Born
March 1 2 , 1828
Marr ied to
E l l en Page
October 8, 1850
D i e d
March 22, 1900

(carvings represent ing the gates of heaven on t h e monument's sides )

E l l e n Page
Born
December 23, 1830
Mar r ied  to
W. R. Choat
October 8, 1850
Died
Ju ly 20, 1884



‐Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

80.

81.

84.

85.

s e c t i o n one

Wi l l i am F.
Son of
J. E. and Emma
Pr ice
Born and Died January 1, 1915

Our Da r l i ng
I n f a n t
Son of
Ernest and Grace
Thamas
March 17, 1919

Cash
Leonard M.
February 5, 1917 <
December 7, 1983
( foo ts tone i n s c r i p t i o n : Dad)

Gladys D.
May 27, 1923
‐ - ‐ - - ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ . (no date o f death given)

(dove carving)
Calv in
Son o f
Cc. M. and c. T.
Thomas .
Born sa
February 25, 1892
D i e d
September 3, 1904
How Deso la te Our Hame
B e r e f t o f Thee.

33



Doran's Cove Semetery, Jackson County, Alabama

s e c t i o n two

27. (Masonic symbol)
James
Husband of
Paulina Russell
born
June 4, 1789
d ied
August 9, 1887
Aged
89 years , 2 months and 5 days

28. In Meecory of
(other i n s c r i p t i o ns are i l l e g i b l e )

29. (Five-pointed s t a r )
In
Memory of
Thomas Gaines
Russe l l
born November 2, 1822
And Departed t h i s L i f e
May 3, 1854

30., 31. Are r a i s e d stone s t ruc tu res . Neither bear any discernable i n s c r i p t i o n s .

32. Russell
Del ia Jane Doran
May 3, 1831
December 29, 1913

33. Jd. L . D. Russe l l
born May 14, 1830
And Departed This L i f e
October 28, 1895

35. (wi l low t r ee and lamb carvings)
Sacred
To t h e memory of
Lu l u A lva re t t a
I n f a n t Daughter
And Only C h i l d o f
J. M. and M. E. Doran
Aged 1 month and 2 Ss
Beneath t h e weeping /sic/ w i l l ows shade
The Zamb n o more s h a l l roam
Beneath a ealming shade ' t i s l a i d
Fo r God has c a l l e d i t home.

36. This stone was a t one t ime inscr ibed, b u t t h e i n s c r i p t i o n s are now i l l e g i b l e .



Doran's Coye Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

37.

38.

39.

Ho.

47,

s e c t i o n t w o

James Doran
Born January i s t , 1782
Died March 9 th , 1852
Erected By H is Ch i ld ren

Orpha G. Doran
Born March 22, 1790
Died March 15, 1855
Erected By Her Children

Here Sleeps
0. E. Louisa
I n f a n t Daughter of
T. T. and E. L. Cothnam
Died September 26, 1854
Aged 1 y e a r, 2 months and 26 days

(flowers and a B i b l e carvings)
In
Memory of
Andrew B. Jenkins
Who Departed This L i f e
October 1 3 , 1855
In the 50th Year of His Age
He l i v e d an exempl i rary l i f e
Many_years in the Methodist
E. /piscopal/ Church and has gone to reap his
Reward i n . t h e home of the blest.
(carving of flowers)
In Memory of
Wil l iam Campbell Jenkins
Who Departed This L i f e
October 19, 1855
I n t h e 2 l s t Year o f H i s Age
Thou a r t gone from t h e t r o u b l e s o f Ear th
To r e s t in t he b r i g h t mansions of heaven.

(pointing fi n g e r carving)
Doran E.
Son of
Ca l and M. E.
Choat
Born
Ju l y 20, 1888
Died
J u l y 15, 1889
At Rest



Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

s e c t i o n t w o

54., 55. c. Ss.

59.

60.

Son of
Cc. M. and T. C. Thamas
Born
dune 29
1899
Died
May 9
1900

(other side of same monument)

R i ley  C .
Son of
C. M. and T. C. Thams
Born
July 24
1890
Died
guy 9
1892

(dove carving)
Archibal M.

June 30, 1904 ve

Mother
Bertha Herron Payne
November 1, 1894
December 25, 1964

Father
David Walter Payne
November 25, 1892
May 27, 1937

62., 63. F a t h e r
(carving of flowers)
J.  R.  Payne
September 29, 1850
November 11 , 1918

Mother
(po in t ing fi n g e r carving)
N. A. Payne
January 11 , 1851
September 1 9 , 1928



Doran's

64,

65.

67.

69.

T l . , 72.

73.

Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

s e c t i o n t w o

J . L .
Son o f
J. R. and N. A. Payne
Born
May 7, 1888
Died
September 13 , 1893
(point ing fi n g e r carving)

(pointing fi n g e r carving)
I d a Lee
Daughter of
J. R. and N. A. Payne
Born
J u l y 11 , 1886
Died ‑
December 1 2 , 1886
Budded on Ear th to Bloam in Heaven

(dove carving)
Thomas
Hendrix
Born
June 4, 1873
Died
Ju ly 18, 1902

Thomas
Payne
Born
March 9, 1814
Died
A p r i l 23, 1892

El i zabe th
Payne
Born
January 14, 1814
Died
November 29, 1867

Payne
Frances Greer
November 1, 1884
June 7, 1957

A d .  T.
June 5, 1882
June 21, 1951

Jessie Franc is Payne
Tennessee / BM2 US Coast Guard
World War II
December 10, 1919 / November 5, 1970



Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

s e c t i o n two

77.5 78. Payne
Lowery D.
November 30, 1849
May 31, 1924

Nancy A.
June 23, 1861
August 7, 1928

82. Asleep in
Jesus ( the name "Jesus" runs o f f t h e face of t h i s marker and onto the l e f t s ide)
Margaret Jane
Payne
August 21, 1845
A p r i l 28, 1914 ‑
Marr ied T. C. Payne “ =
January 21 / 1868. _
Joined the M. /ethodist7 E. /piscopal7 Church August 1866.

90. Amos Jackson, J r .
January 13 , 1934
January 26, 1934
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Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

s e c t i o n  t h r e e
6x5 Te Florence F.

February 24, 1878
Ju l y 27, 1965
W. De
January 22, 1872
September 22, 1941
Payne

Precious Lord, Take My Hand

8. Fred Payne
June 25, 1913
February 18, 1970
Fred Is Gone, But Not Forgo t ton ‑

9 . , 10. Thurman A.
December 26, 1911
September 18, 1967

Clara M.
Ju l y 14, 1912
A p r i l 10, 1976

Barnes

i e . Mary L. Spray - 4
February 13, 1894 <
A p r i l 12 , 1910
She Now Sweetly Sleeps

13. M y r t l e
M y r t l e Spray
Cctober 30, 1907
August 21, 1908
D a r l i n g , W eMiss Thee

19. John W. Barnes
Tennessee / CM2 / USNR / W I I
November }, 1907
September 7, 1966

21. Susan Ada
Furgason
Born A p r i l 11 , 1884
Marr ied to W. H. / Barnes
December 3, 1905
Died J u l y 24, 1915
The Memory of t he Jus t is Blessed

23. W. FJ Fe goson
1853 / 1929



Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

25.

45.

50.

52.

54.

55+

64,

65.

67.

68.

72.

s e c t i o n t h r e e

Farewell
(carving of hands shaking in greeting)
James R. / Ferguson
September 11 , 1951
October 27, 1910
Weep Not F o r He Is Not Dead / But Sleepth

Mrs. L e l l a F loyd
Died August 10, 1959
Aged 79 years , 4 months, 10 days ( funera l home marker)

James L. F loyd
Alabama / PHC
June 7, 1919

C o .E 331INF / 83INFDIV // W I I

December 16, 1944
PH

W. S.  Raulston
1872 / 1930

S. H. Raulston
1935 / 1913

Al ice Raulston
1878 / 1886

In Memory Of

=‘

Colonel James Roulston .
Born in Richmond, V i r g i n i a ad
June 16, 1778
Died
August 7, 1844 (white marble marker, and a t a l l , mountain stone mounment)

In Honor of Service
War of 1812
N . S . / U . S . D. / 1812 (bronze marker, w i t h s t a r and anchor designs)

Easter C. Stephens
A p r i l 19 , 1908
October 3, 1975

Frank Stephens
November 5, 1904
December 1 5 , 1966

Cha r l i e Stephens
Born / 2 2 1905
Died / 317 1957

John Stephens

Margaret Thomas
1845 / 1926

( funera l home marker)



Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

73.

TA.

76.

“11

78.

79.

s e c t i o n t h r e e

Wil l iam 0. Raulston
1802 / 1870

P r i c i l l a Cross / Raulston
1805 / 1895

In / Memory of
Thomas Russell
Was Born June 7th / 1762
Was Married To / Tobitha Jenkins
December / 2 1784 and Died
J u l y M t h , 1850

In /. Memory Of
Tobitha Jenkins _
Was Born June 18th 1770 ‘
Marr ied To Thamas / Russell
December 2nd, 1784
And Died January 13th, 184

(eight po in ted s t a r, centered)
In Mexory of
Major James Doran 18-40
Who Departed This L i f e eo
October 28, 1840 ‐~
In the Seventg-Sixth year of h i s age. ViiZaa
Hehas l e f t an affectionate wife .
and a mmerous c i r c l e of fr iends ‘ t o
mourn h i s death. His whole l i f e was
one continued scene of phi lanthropic
benevelovence. In h i s death, the poor have
l o s t a r e a l f r i end and soc ie ty a u s e f u l
Inember.

He is gone.

But h i s f r iends should n o t sorrow as
those t h a t have no hope f o r he l e f t t h i s
wor ld in t h e trtumphs of a l i v i n g f a i t h
and to the hope o f a happy immor ta l i t y.
H e t a u g h t u s how t o l i v e , and, 0 h too
t h e p r i c e of knowledge, taught us how to d ie .

(eight po in ted s ta r, centered)
In Memory of
Mrs. Linny Russel l i
Who Departed t h i s l i f e May / 1 2 , 1843,
Aged 92 years / and 10 months.
She was the w i f e of Matthew Russell.
She l i v e d / the l i f e of a Chr is t ian and died
the death o f t he r i g h t e / our and is reap ing the
rewards of a w e l l spend l i f e .



Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson County, Alabama

73.

TH.

76.

77.

78.

79.

s e c t i o n  t h r e e

Wil l iam 0. Raulston
1802 / 1870

P r i c i l l a Cross / Raulston
1805 / 1895

In / Memory Of
Thomas Russell
Was Born June 7th / 1762
Was Marr ied To / Tob i tha Jenkins
December / 2 1784 and Died
J u l y M t h , 1850

In /. Memory of
Tobitha Jenkins
Was Born June 18th 1770 =
Marr ied To Thomas / Russel l
December 2nd, 1784
And D i e d January 13 th , 1861

(eight po in ted s ta r, centered)
In Memory Of
Major James Doran
Who Departed This L i f e
October 28, 1840
In the Seventy-Sixth year of h i s age.

He has l e f t an affect ionate wife .
and a numerous c i r c l e of friends ‘ t o
mourn h i s death. H is whole l i f e was
one cont inued scene o f ph i l an th rop i c
benevelovence. In h i s death, t h e poor have
l o s t a r e a l f r i e n d and s o c i e t y a u s e f u l
Iember.

He is  gone.

But h i s f r i e n d s should n o t sorrow a s
those t h a t have no hope f o r he l e f t t h i s
w o r l d in t h e t r iumphs of a l i v i n g f a i t h
and to t h e hope o f a happy immor ta l i t y.
He taugh t us how to l i v e , and, Oh too h i g h
the p r i c e of knowledge, taught us how to d i e .

(eight po in ted s t a r, centered)
In Memory of
Mrs. Linny Russe l l F
Who Departed t h i s l i f e May / 1 2 , 1843,
Aged 92 years / and 10 months.
She was t h e w i fe of Matthew Russe l l .
She l i v e d / the l i f e o f a Chr is t ian and died
the death o f the r i g h t e / our and is reap ing the
rewards of a w e l l spend l i f e .

840
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Doran's Cove Cemetery, Jackson C o u n t y, Alabama

s e c t i o n  t h r e e

84. Horace E. Howard
1917 / 1975

90. J . W . K i l g o r e
1879 / 1931

94 . A r i o n R o l l i n s
June 7, 1913
January © 27, 1935

Edgar R o l l i n s
J u l y 17, 1904
O c t o b e r 21, 1905



The numbers f o l l o w i n g names i n t h i s l i s t i n g r e p r e s e n t numbers o f

i n d i v i d u a l graves and t h e section o f t h e Doran's Cove Cemetery i n

wh i c h each i s l o c a t e d . The two d i g i t number be f o r e t h e decimal

p o i n t i s t h e g r a v e number and t h e s i n g l e d i g i t number f o l l o w i n g

t h e dec ima l p o i n t is t h e cemetery se c t i o n . Please r e f e r to t he

maps f o r approximate l o ca t i o n s of g raves and sec t i ons .

J e r r y Hawkins, f o r i n s t a n ce , i s assigned g r a ve number 73.1. Tha t

means h i s is t h e 73 rd g r a v e (not tombstone, but’ grave) in s e c t i o n

number one.,



AN ALPHABETICAL INSCRIPTION LIST ING

B
Barnes, C l a r a M. 10.3
Barnes, John W. 19.3
Barnes, Thurman A. 09.3
c
Cash, G l a d y s D .
Cash, J o e l 0. i
Cash , Leonard M. i
C a s h , - L i z z i e L . |
Cash, Mardy
Choat ,  Doran
Choat , E l l e n ’ Page ‑
Choa t ,  W.  R .
Co thnam,  O .  E .  L .

D ,
Doran, Jamés
Doran, James
Doran, L u l u A.
Dor&ta, Orpha

F
F e r g u s o n , James R . ~ ” ( 2 5 . 3
Ferguson, W. F. 25 .3
F l o y d , L e l i a 45.3
F l o y d , James L . 50.3
Furgason , Susan Ada 21.3

a
Hawkins, J e r r y
Hawkins, M a r y W.
H e n d r i x , Thomas
H o l d e r , B e r t h a Mae
H o l d e r , B o y d
H o l d e r , J i m
H o l d e r, Susan
Howard, Horace E.

Z
Jackson, Amos J r .
J e n k i n s , Andrew B .
J e n k i n s , W i l l i a m Cc.



K
K i l g o r e ,  J .  W .

L

Lawhorn , M a r t h a
L a w h o r n ,  W.  B .

M
M a r t i n ,  B e t t e
M a r t i n , H u b e r t

P
P a y n e ,  A d .  T.
P a y n e ,  B e r t h a
Payne, C h a r l e s . W.~
Payne , C l a r a E .
P a y n e , D a v i d
P a y n e , E l i z a b e t h
P a y n e , F l o r e n c e F.
P a y n e ,  F r a n c e s  G .
Payne , F r e d
Payne , I d a L .
Payne , J e s s i e F.
P a y n e ,  J .  L .
P a y n e ,  J .  R .
Payne ,  Lowe ry
Payne , M a r g a r e t
P a y n e ,  N .  A .
P a y n e , Nancy
Payne , Thomas
P a y n e ,  W.  D .
P r i c e ,  W i l l i a m  F.

R
R a u l s t o n , A l i c e
R a u l s t o n ,  S .  H .
R a u l s t o n ,  W.  8 .
R i c h , L i t h a
R i c h , R i l e y D .
R o l l i n s , A r i o n
R o l l i n s , E d g a r
R o u l s t o n , James
R o u l s t o n , P r i c i l l a C .
R o u l s t o n , W i l l i a m 0 .
R u s s e l l , D e l i a Jane D o r a n
R u s s e l l , James
R u s s e l l ,  J .  L .  D .
R u s s e l l ,  L i n n e y
R u s s e l l , Thomas
R u s s e l l , Thomas G .
R u s s e l l , To b i t h a J .

90.3

70.1
71.1



s
Samp les , @har les G o r d o n
B a m p l e s ,  G e o r g e
S a m p l e s , K a t h y M a r i e
S a m p l e s , Nann ie
S c o t t , Nathan
S m i t h , L i z z i e M .
S m i t h , Mary Ann
S m i t h , W i l l i a m T.
S p r a y , M a r y L .
S p r a y , M y r t l e
S t e p h e n s , C h a r l i e
S t e p h e n s , E a s t e r C .
S t e p h e n s , F rank
S t e p h e n s , J o h n

z
Thomas, A r c h i b a l
Thomas, C a l v i n
Thomas,  C.  S.
Thomas, I n f a n t S o n
Thomas, M a r g a r e t
Thomas, R i l e y C.

W
Whi te , F l o s s i e A .
Wh i te , G e o r g e U less
W h i t e , M i c h a e l

2 1 . 1
15 .1
09.1
64.1
07.1
51 .1
56.1
49.1
12.3



Doran P. Russell, a direct descendant of Major James Doran and of Thomas

boro/Jackson Heritage Center.

John H. Graham is a senior history major at Berea College, Berea, Kentucky.He is also on the s t a f f of the Stevenson Railroad Depot Museum, Stevenson,
Alabama and a member o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n f o r Graves tone S t u d i e s .

The Alabama Historical Commission, in response to t h i s essay, named the
Doran's Cove Church and Cemetery to the Alabama Register o f Landmarks and
Her i t age on 16 April 1985. T h e s i t e was f o r m a l l y d e d i c a t e d a s a R e g i s t e r
l i s t i n g during ceremonies on 8 June 1985.

Doran P. Russell, a d i rec t descendant of Major James Doran and of Thomas
Russell, president of the Doran's Cove Cemetery Association, assisted great ly
in the preparation of t h i s paper, as d id Ol iv ia B. Brewer, director of the
Jackson County Council on Tourism, and Lee A. Langston, d i rector of the Sco t t s ‑
boro/Jackson Heritage Center.

John H. Graham is a senior h i s t o r y major at Berea College, Berea, Kentucky.
He is also on the s t a f f of the Stevenson Railroad Depot Museum, Stevenson,
Alabama and a member of the Association for Gravestone Studies.

The Alabama Histor ical Commission, in response to this¥essay, named the
Doran's Cove Church and Cemetery to the Alabama Register of Landmarks and
Heritage on 16 Apr i l 1985. The s i t e was formally dedicated as a Register
l i s t i n g during ceremonies on 8 June 1985.



ORAN'S COVE CHURCH AND CEMETER'
J a c k s o n C o u n t y , A l a b a m

Since the publication of this paper in June 1985, the following corrections
and a d d i t t i o n s have been brought to my attention. I s incere ly apologize for
these e r ro r s and ask t ha t you a t t ach t h i s sheet to the end of your copy of the
paper. Thanks. John Graham.
Section Iwo

The following inscr ip t ions were omitted from the paper:

Albert P h i l l i p s
14 Jan 1915
16 Jan 1915

Anna Laura P h i l l i p s
23 Dec 1923
06 Jan 1924

-

These graves l i e directly in front of graves 30.2 and 31.2. Also buried nearby,
but withour markers, are infant babies of Joe and Nell Phillips.

DORAN'S COVE CHURCH AND CEMETERY
Jackson C o u n t y , Alabama

S i n ce the p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h i s p ape r i n June 1985, t he f o l l o w i n g c o r r e c t i o n s
and add i t t i o n s have been b r ough t t o my a t t e n t i o n . I s i n c e r e l y apo log ize f o r
these e r r o r s and ask t h a t y o u a t t a c h t h i s shee t t o t h e end o f y o u r copy o f t h e
p a p e r . Thanks. John Graham.

Sec t i on Two

The f o l l o w i n g i n s c r i p t i o n s w e r e omi t ted f r om t h e pape r :

A l b e r t P h i l l i p s
14 J a n 1915
16 J a n 1915

Anna L a u r a P h i l l i p s ‑
23 Dec 1923
06 Jan 1924

These g r a v e s l i e d i r e c t l y i n f r o n t o f g r a v e s 30 .2 and 31.2 . A l s o b u r i e d n e a r b y,
bu t w i t h o u r markers, a r e i n f a n t Babies o f Joe and N e l l P h i l l i p s .


